
 
 

Students, parents, employees and others doing business with or performing services for the Springville Community School Distr ict are 
hereby notified that this school district does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, socioeconomic status, disability, religion, creed, age (except for permitting/prohibiting students to engage in certain activities),  
political party affiliation, marital status, or genetic information in admission or access to, or treatment in, its educational programs and 
activities, or its employment practices. Any person having inquiries concerning the school district's compliance federal and/or state non-
discrimination laws is directed to contact the school district’s compliance officer, Melissa Murphy, Secondary School Counselor at 400 
Academy Street, Springville, Iowa 52336, or 319-854-6196 from 7:45 a.m. to 3:45 p.m., who has been designated by the school district to 
coordinate the school district's efforts to comply with federal and/or state non-discrimination laws. 
 
The Springville Community School District offers career and technical education programs in the following service areas: 

● Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources 

● Applied Science, Technology, Engineering, and Manufacturing 

● Business, Finance, Marketing, and Management 

● Health Science 
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Preparing for Postsecondary Success 

 

Springville Secondary faculty and staff strive to provide an excellent foundation so students grow into 
responsible, productive citizens who contribute to the community. We expect our students to have the 
knowledge, skills, and abilities to set and achieve meaningful and realistic goals, and the personal and 
interpersonal competence to achieve them. Springville Secondary’s graduates will be ready for postsecondary 
success, possessing the content knowledge, self-understanding, and learning skills outlined in the Iowa 
Department of Education’s Definition of College and Career Readiness (Appendix A), and seeing high school 
graduation as but one stop on the route to lifelong success.  
 
There are many pathways to gain the experience and education necessary to postsecondary success: service 
to the country via AmeriCorps or the military, employer provided on-the-job training, apprenticeships, industry 
certifications, government licensure, certificate programs at vocational or technical programs, two-year colleges, 
four-year colleges and universities. As the infographic below indicates, by 2031, most jobs in the United States 
will require some postsecondary education: 
 

Postsecondary education requirements--2031 

 

From Anthony P. Carnevale, Nicole Smith, Martin Van Der Werf, and Michael C. Quinn. After Everything: Projections of Jobs, Education, 
and Training Requirements through 2031. Washington, DC: Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce, 2023. 
cew.georgetown.edu/Projections2031.   
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No matter the route, postsecondary education leads to greater earning potential. The figures below show the 
difference in average earnings among those with various degrees of education: 
 

 
From U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. (2023). Employment Projections. https://www.bls.gov/emp/chart-unemployment-earnings-
education.htm 

 
In order to best position oneself for postsecondary education of any sort, students should take rigorous courses 
in the areas of English, math, science, and social studies.  
 
To prepare for postsecondary options, students should, in addition to meeting graduation requirements, 
consider the following: 
 

● Many employers consider a world language important in today’s workplace and offer additional pay to 
those who can communicate effectively in a second language. For this reason, Spanish is a 
recommended elective.  
 

● Knowledge of computer technology is also important is today’s technologically driven workplace. 
Courses such as Computer Business Applications and Computer Science Principles are 
recommended.  
 

  

https://www.bls.gov/emp/chart-unemployment-earnings-education.htm
https://www.bls.gov/emp/chart-unemployment-earnings-education.htm
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In addition to industry-specific knowledge, there are certain skills that employers require of employees that cross 
all job titles and pay scales:  
 

 
 

From Yoder, N., Atwell, M., Godek, D., Dusenbury, L., Bridgeland, J.M., & Weissberg, R. (2020). Preparing Youth for the Workforce of 
Tomorrow: Cultivating the Social and Emotional Skills Employers Demand (CASEL).  
 

  



 

6 

 

Springville High School Graduation Requirements 
 

Total credits required for graduation: 54 credits 
 
 

English 

English 9 2 credits 

English 10 2 credits 

Grade 11 English 2 credits 

Speech  1 credit 

English elective 1 credit 

English Total 8 credits 

 
 

Social Studies 

World History 2 credits 

U.S. History 2 credits 

Government 1 credit 

Economics  1 credit 

Social Studies Total 6 credits 

 
 

Mathematics* 

Algebra I 2 credits 

Geometry 2 credits 

Math elective  2 credits 

Mathematics Total 6 credits 

*Initial placement made in consultation with math 
teacher 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Science* 
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General Science 2 credits 

Biology 2 credits 

Science elective 2 credits 

Science Total 6 credits 

*Students who begin their high school careers with biology must commit to biology, chemistry, and 
physics in order to meet Iowa Core requirements. 

 
       

Physical Education* 

Physical Education .5 credit per term 

Physical Education Total 4 credits 

*Information on PE waivers can be found on page 8 

 
 

Health 

Health & Fitness 1 credit 

Health & Life Management 1 credit 

Health Total 1 credit 

 
 

Electives 

Electives Total 23 credits  

 
All courses listed are Springville-offered courses; equivalent courses, determined by administration, may be 
substituted. 
 
Meeting graduation requirements does not ensure admittance to postsecondary institutions. Students should 
ensure they meet the admissions requirements of their chosen postsecondary institutions by meeting with 
admissions representatives from institutions of interest. The Regent Admissions Index determines admission to 
Iowa State University, The University of Iowa, and University of Northern Iowa. Those who wish to participate in 
college athletics must meet requirements set by the NCAA, NAIA, or NJCAA.   

https://www.iowaregents.edu/institutions/higher-education-links/regent-admission-index
http://www.ncaa.org/
http://www.naia.org/
http://njcaa.org/
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General Information 

 

1. Ninth through twelfth grade students must be registered for a minimum of seven and one-half credits (7 
classes + PE) each semester. 
 

2. Physical Education Policy—Waivers 
 

Physical education is required of all students per state education standards. Students can receive a waiver 
from physical education if requested by the guardian and one of the following criteria applies: 

• The student is medically unable to participate in physical education and provides documentation as 
verification (medical waiver) 

• The student is enrolled in academic courses that would not otherwise be available and the student 
carries a full course load (academic waiver) 

• The student is enrolled in a for-credit, cooperative, work-study, or other educational program 
authorized by the school, which requires the student’s absence from the school premises during the 
school day (work-based learning waiver) 

• The student is actively participating in a school-sponsored activity which requires at least as much 
as 1/8th unit per week (approximately 60 minutes), as determined by the school (activity waiver) 

Note: Failure to maintain the guidelines of a specific waiver will result in the waiver being rescinded and 
students will be placed in physical education to complete this requirement. 

Students who will not participate in physical education must complete a physical education waiver request 
each semester for which they seek an exemption: PE Waiver Form. 

3. Online courses 
 
Online courses are not routinely available to students, as we do not have the personnel to ensure a valuable 
educational experience. They will be available to students under the following circumstances:  
 

• All course options in a given period have been exhausted, 

• Schedule conflicts between courses required for graduation, and 

• Credit recovery. 
 

4. Semester grades earned in vocal music, instrumental music, and physical education will be figured into 
computation of class rank and grade point average. The credits received in these courses will count toward 
graduation and will be computed in total credit standings. 

5. Semester courses may be added and dropped only during the first TWO days of a new semester. Year-long 
courses may be added and dropped only during the first TWO days of the school year. Students may drop a 
course with the permission of the teacher, caregiver, and administrator or designee. If a student drops a 
course after the first two days, the student will earn a failing grade for the course. Add/Drop Slips can be 
obtained from the school counselor.  
 

While Kirkwood has its own deadlines, Springville students must adhere to Springville drop deadlines, not 
Kirkwood’s, due to the difficulty of adding classes weeks into the school year. Students who drop or 
withdraw from Kirkwood Academy courses will earn an F on their high school transcript.  
 

6. Students taking a full-year course are to be enrolled both semesters and cannot drop the course after the 
first semester. Should a student fail the first semester, the course can be dropped upon the 
recommendation of the teacher and the approval of the caregiver and administrator. The student must then 
enroll in a one-credit course for the second semester. In most circumstances, Kirkwood Academies are a 
full-year commitment.  
 

7. Students may not sign up for one semester of a full-year course unless they are repeating due to failure. 
 

8. It is the responsibility of the student to ensure graduation requirements are met.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DR4Xg_96Nt-dsctOJABzlMTHb6proEKK/view?usp=sharing
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Art 

 
Not all artists are starving—there are great careers in art. If art is your passion, consider a career as an art critic, 
an art historian, museum curator, museum administrator, restorer, sculptor, printmaker, photographer, graphic 
designer, illustrator, exhibition designer, cartoonist, web designer, fine arts appraiser, gallery director, museum 
educator, interior designer, fashion designer, architect, art dealer, or greeting card designer. There are hundreds 
of ways to make a living with a background in art.  
 
Beginning Drawing 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
This one semester course is a beginning studio course that covers the basic language, materials, and 
processes of two-dimensional art.  Students will learn design elements and principles to create pieces of 
art.  Students will learn basic drawing techniques, such as perspective, proportions, shading and contouring 
while exploring life drawing and landscape drawing, as well as choice projects. Students will use various 
materials, including charcoal, pencil, pastel, and colored pencil. 
 
Advanced Drawing 
Prerequisite: Beginning Drawing 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
Students will continue developing their own personal artistic style and learn more advanced and contemporary 
artistic techniques in this one semester studio course.  Students will explore the work of famous artists, as well 
as some elements of graphic design.  Students will be encouraged to create individual projects to develop their 
portfolio and have the opportunity to create independent projects on a larger scale than Beginning Drawing. 
 
Beginning Painting 
Prerequisite: Beginning Drawing preferred 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
Students in this one semester course will learn basic color theory using several different painting media. As 
students progress and advance, they will be encouraged to develop their own artistic styles with more choice 
projects. Students will study famous paintings and artists to help inspire and develop their individual aesthetic. 
 
Advanced Painting 
Prerequisite: Beginning Painting 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
In this one semester course, students will continue developing their own personal artistic style using watercolor, 
tempera, oils, and acrylics, and further develop their understanding of major artists, art movements, and styles. 
 
Beginning Pottery  
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
This one semester course offers a comprehensive beginning studio course that focuses on creating three-
dimensional works and covers the basic language of art elements and principles. Student projects will focus on 
ceramics and clay techniques; various methods of techniques to create and finish functional and non-functional 
pieces of ceramic art will be emphasized. Students will learn characteristics of clay as a raw material, the 
transformation under heat and the various firing and glazing techniques. Students will study famous pieces of 
3D artwork and artists. Beginning Pottery does not cover wheel throwing. 
 
Advanced Pottery 
Prerequisite: Beginning Pottery 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
Advanced Pottery is a one semester course in which students will develop an individual aesthetic. Students will 
learn how to throw on the wheel, as well as continue to develop hand building techniques. Students need the 
basic skills of Beginning Pottery in order to create high quality works of art on the wheel. 
 
Exploring Glassworks 
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Prerequisite: Successful completion of a high school art course or instructor approval 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
This one semester course is an overview of various glass construction processes. Students will learn about the 
science of glass as well as the history of glass artworks. Students will spend the semester learning about 
various glass construction methods including mosaics and glass fusing. Students will create mosaics, jewelry, 
and other small scale glass pieces, while paying close attention to planning and design. 
 
Printmaking 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
This one semester printmaking course will provide students with experience in a variety of traditional, non-
traditional and digital printmaking media, techniques, and processes. These courses emphasize fundamental 
processes of artistic expression through the creation of realistic and abstract prints. Students learn and practice 
responding to their own art and that of others including master printmakers through analysis, critique, and 
interpretation for the purpose of reflecting on and refining work. 
 
Art Workshop 
Prerequisite: Instructor approval 
Grades 11-12 
1 Credit, Repeatable 
This one semester course is an independent studio course, in which students are expected to work 
independently on media of their choosing. They may experiment with many different media or specialize in one 
specific emphasis. Project pace and product are determined by the students (within reason). Students are 
expected to be independent thinkers and problem-solvers, and further their artistic skills. 
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Career and Technical Education 
 

Career and technical education courses prepare students for employment in current and emerging occupations. 
In additional to academic knowledge, reasoning and problem-solving skills, and employability skills, courses in 
CTE service areas provide occupation-specific training. Iowa recognizes six CTE services areas: agriculture, 
food, and natural resources; applied sciences, technology, engineering, and manufacturing; business, finance, 
marketing, and management; health sciences; human services, and information solutions. Several of the service 
areas are further divided into subcategories. 
 

Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources 
 
The agriculture, food, and natural resources cluster of classes is designed to prepare students for college, 
technical training, apprenticeships and careers requiring high achievement in science, math and communication. 
This diverse cluster of classes prepares learners for careers in the planning, implementation, production, 
management, processing, and/or marketing of agricultural commodities and services, including food, fiber, wood 
products, natural resources, and other plant and animal products. It also includes related professional, technical, 
and educational services. Students interested in this field can work in agribusiness, ag science, fisheries, 
forestry, horticulture, and wildlife, including becoming a veterinarian or veterinary technician. 
 
Introduction to Agriculture Science I    
Grades 9-12    
1 Credit 
This one semester course is an introductory course to agriculture, food, and natural resources. We look at 
multiple topics related to agriculture and leadership. You will experience hands-on activities, projects, and 
problems. Topics include the study of communication, the science of agriculture, plants, animals, natural 
resources, and agricultural mechanics. Along with the classroom work, students will be encouraged to join and 
be involved in the FFA. Each student will have the opportunity to work on individual leadership skills and 
personal development. Students will also be encouraged to have a Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE). 
All students involved in agriculture education classes will be expected to have a project designed to help them 
learn business skills, record keeping, and involve hands-on experiences.  
 
Introduction to Agriculture Science II    
Prerequisite: Intro to Ag Science I preferred 
Grades 9-12    
1 Credit 
This one semester course is a continuation of Introduction to Agriculture Science I. 
 
Introduction to Animal Science I 
Prerequisite: Intro to Ag Science I and II preferred, or Instructor Approval 
Grades 10 - 12 
1 credit 
Introduction to Animal Science is a one semester course that imparts information about the care and 
management of domestic and farm animals. This course covers animal nutrition, health, behavior, selection, 
reproduction, anatomy and physiology, facilities, product processing and marketing. Students will study a 
particular species, for example, swine, cattle, horses, fowl, sheep and so on, or they may learn how to care for 
and maintain livestock as a more inclusive study.  
 
Introduction to Animal Science II 
Prerequisite: Intro to Animal Science I preferred, or Instructor Approval 
Grades 10 - 12 
1 credit 
This one semester course is a continuation of Animal Science I. 
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Veterinary Science 
Prerequisite: Intro to Animal Science I or II  
Grades 10 - 12 
1 credit 
This course will develop students’ understanding of the small, companion and farm animal industry, animal 
anatomy and physiology, animal nutrition, animal reproduction, animal ethics, and welfare issues, animal health, 
veterinary medicine, veterinary office practices, and animal services to humans. Career exploration will focus on 
veterinarians, veterinary lab technicians, office lab assistants, small animal production, research lab assistants, 

and animal nutrition lab technicians. Offered alternating years. 

 
Food Science and Safety 
Prerequisite: Intro to Animal Science I or II  
Grades 10 - 12 
1 credit 
Students will complete hands-on activities, projects, and problems that simulate actual concepts and situations 
found in the food science and safety industry, allowing students to build content knowledge and technical skills. 
Students will investigate areas of food science including food safety, food chemistry, food processing, food 
product development, and marketing. Students will maintain a research-level laboratory notebook throughout 
the class documenting their experiences in a laboratory. Research and experimental design will be highlighted 
as students develop and conduct industry appropriate investigations. Offered alternating years. 
 
Agribusiness Management 
Prerequisite: Intro to Ag Science I and II preferred, or Instructor Approval 
Grades 10 - 12 
1 credit     
Introduction to Agribusiness is a one semester course that provides students with the information and skills 
necessary for success in agribusiness and in operating entrepreneurial ventures in the agricultural industry. This 
course may cover topics such as economic principles, budgeting, risk management, finance, business law, 
marketing and promotion strategies, insurance, and resource management. Other possible topics include 
developing a business plan, employee/employer relations, problem-solving and decision making, commodities, 
and building leadership skills. This course will also incorporate a survey of the careers within the agricultural 
industry. Offered alternating years. 
 
Plant Science 
Prerequisite: Intro to Ag Science I and II preferred 
Grades 10-12   
1 Credit 
In this one semester course, students will explore the fastest growing field in the agricultural industry. Students 
will be introduced to the various types of greenhouses. Students learn how to produce and culture plants in a 
temperature-controlled environment and examine variables like humidity, light and nutrients. This course will 
also provide an overview of growing different types of plants, producing food in a water environment to meet the 
needs of today’s increasing population. The hydroponics area includes growing various fruits and vegetables 
without the use of soil. Students will learn how to address issues such as using less space for food production, 
water management, including testing for water quality, dissolved oxygen, pH, and ammonia. Students will also 
receive an introduction to landscape design and agronomy. Offered alternating years.. 
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Applied Sciences, Technology, Engineering, and Manufacturing 
 
A background in Applied Sciences, Technology, Engineering, and Manufacturing allows students to pursue 
opportunities in many fields of construction, such as carpentry, masonry, roofing, plumbing, and electricity. 
Applied Sciences, Technology, Engineering, and Manufacturing courses also provide the necessary background 
for students interested in drafting and architecture, and various types of engineering, such as civil, mechanical, 
and materials. These courses concentrate primarily on the ACE (Architecture, Construction and Engineering) 
career paths. All these courses include a component for career exploration and investigation. 
 
Introduction to Architecture, Construction, and Engineering Technologies 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
This course is designed to give students a basic introduction and overview to the topics available in the applied 
sciences of technology, engineering, and manufacturing. It will cover a wide range of study of the following 
areas: Manufacturing, Energy and Power, Architecture/Construction, and Transportation. Most units will include 
safety, hands-on work, and in some areas a project. The curriculum is designed around exploration of these 
systems, their impacts on society, and potential careers in each segment. Students will develop problem-solving 
skills, utilize research and investigation skills, and explore career awareness. Assessments are completed in 
class and are based on quality of work completed, employability skills, and other items as determined by the 
instructor. 
 

Architecture and Construction 
 

Architectural Plans and Specs            
Prerequisite: Engineering Concepts recommended 
Grades 9-12 
1 HS Credit, 3 College Credits 
This semester course introduces the skills and methods for understanding and interpreting construction 
drawings and technical specifications for residential and commercial buildings. This course is offered at 
Springville Secondary for Kirkwood Community College credit. 
 
Construction Materials Processing 
Prerequisite: Intro to ACE or instructor approval 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
This is a one semester foundational course for the architecture and construction cluster. Students will learn 
concepts in residential construction materials and building techniques through classroom investigations. 
Concepts include: jobsite safety, lumber, foundations, rough framing roofing, interiors, and other topics within 
the construction cluster. Students will experience plan development, plan reading and creating project drawings, 
tool identification and safe usage, material identification, cost estimation, and production. Students will receive 
instruction in hand and power tool usage on applicable projects that utilize the knowledge gained from 
classroom investigations as they continue developing team-building skills by working collaboratively. 
Assessments are completed in class and are based on quality of work completed, employability skills, and other 
items as determined by the instructor. 
 
Construction Technology 
Prerequisite: Construction Materials Processing or instructor approval 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
This one semester course is designed to advance the knowledge and practical skills that were introduced in the 
Construction Materials Processing. Students will be responsible for the construction of individual and/or group 
project(s) built throughout the semester. Projects will be determined by the needs and wants of the school and 
community. Projects are assigned and developed according to the skill levels and experience of the students. 
Projects can range from basic furniture and cabinetry to small building construction. There will be a wide range 
of topics investigated during each project, such as job safety, job site management, production planning, project 
problem solving, and project review. Assessments are completed in class and are based on work completed, 
employability skills, and other skills as determined by the instructor.  
 
Residential Construction 
Prerequisite: Construction Tech or instructor approval 
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Grades 11-12 
1 Credit 
This one semester course provides introductory theory and lab experience in residential construction. The 
course covers a wide range of topics including but not limited to: lab and job-site safety, foundations, rough 
framing, building envelope, exterior finishes, interior finishes, and MEP’s (mechanicals, electrical, plumbing). 
Students in this course will be able to: demonstrate the proper use of basic tools and techniques, as part of a 
construction crew; select and use hand and power tools; recognize unsafe working conditions; identify, describe, 
layout, measure, cut, and place components used in residential construction systems; follow instructions and 
take responsibility for information; identify mistakes and take corrective actions; and work effectively as part of a 
team.  
 

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics 
 
Engineering Concepts 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
This one semester course integrates technology-oriented applications of mathematics and science into basic 
engineering activities. Primarily concentrating on mechanical and structural engineering, topics include the 
engineering design process, design analysis, data collection and data analysis as well as career investigation.  
This course provides students with an overview of the practical uses of applying engineering concepts to simple 
lab projects. Projects include but are not limited to C02 cars and craft stick bridges. Assessments are completed 
in class and are based on quality of work completed, employability skills, and other items as determined by the 
instructor. 
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Business, Finance, Marketing, Management, and Information Solutions 
 

Business, Finance, Marketing, and Management allows students to go in many different directions. Students 
who enjoy courses in this area might want to explore careers in business management, human resource 
management, marketing and public relations, sales, economics, accounting, or finance.  
 

Finance 
 

Personal Finance 
Grades 9-12  
1 Credit 
Use a data informed decision-making process as it applies to the roles of citizens, workers, and consumers. Be 
able to identify various forms of income and analyze factors that affect income as a part of the career decision-
making process. Develop and evaluate a spending/savings plan. Evaluate savings and investment options to 
meet short- and long-term goals. Apply a decision-making model to maximize consumer satisfaction when 
buying goods and services. Evaluate products and services provided by financial deposit institutions to transfer 
funds. Analyze factors that affect the choice of credit, the cost of credit, and the legal aspects of using credit. 
Analyze choices available to consumers for protection against risk and financial loss. Analyze choices and 
resources available to consumers for financing postsecondary education.  
 

Business, Management, and Administration 
 

Introduction to Business 
Grades 9-12  
1 Credit 
Introduction to Business is a one semester course that surveys all aspects of business including economics, 
ethics, forms of business ownership, finance, marketing, and management. It will provide a foundation for 
students that plan on pursuing other business classes.  
 
Accounting I 
Grades 9-12  
1 Credit 
Accounting prepares students to make educated and informed business and personal financial decisions. 
Students will gain the ability to—read, interpret, and analyze financial information; apply generally accepted 
accounting principles; explain how the accounting system provides business information; describe the various 
users of accounting information; and explain the dynamic nature of the business environment in which 
accounting information is used. 
 
Accounting II 
Grades 9-12  
1 Credit 
Accounting II is a continuation of Accounting I. 
 
Computer Business Applications     
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit                              
Computer Business Applications is a one semester course that covers the use of Microsoft Office. Students will 
learn how to utilize different functions of Microsoft Word, such as drawing tools and formatting tools, create 
Excel spreadsheets, PowerPoint presentations, and Access databases. Students have the opportunity to 
become Microsoft Office Certified in this course. 
 
Introduction to Entrepreneurship 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit                              
Examine the role entrepreneurs play in today’s economy and recognize the unique personal characteristics and 
skills that successful entrepreneurs possess. Recognize trends in society that can lead to entrepreneurial 
opportunities. Use lean startup methods to generate, develop, and test ideas to identify market and business 
opportunities. Apply economic concepts when making decisions for an entrepreneurial venture. Develop a 
marketing strategy to introduce a product or service. Understand financial concepts and use the financial tools 
available to make sound business decisions. Recognize that entrepreneurs must establish, maintain, and 
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analyze appropriate records to make business decisions. Develop a management plan for an entrepreneurial 
venture. Analyze how forms of business ownership, government regulations, and legal regulations affect 
entrepreneurial ventures. Develop a plan to launch and operate a business. 
 
Business Law 
Prerequisite: Introduction to Business 
Grades 9-12  
1 Credit                              
Business Law addresses statutes, cases, and regulations affecting businesses, families, and individuals in their 
interrelated roles. Students will learn the relationship between ethics and the law and describe the law’s 
sources, the structure of the court system, different classifications of procedural law, and different classifications 
of substantive law while focusing on contract law, law of sales, employment law and consumer law. 
 
Social & Ethical Issues in Business 
Grades 9-12  
1 Credit                              
Do corporations have a social conscience? Is there a right and wrong in the business world?  
This course delves into the complexities of ethical decision-making in the business environment. Through case 
studies, discussions and documentary viewings, we'll explore how businesses navigate social and ethical 
dilemmas, considering the impact of their actions on stakeholders like employees, consumers, the environment, 
and society at large. 
 
Human Relations in Management 
Grades 9-12  
1 HS Credit, 3 College Credits 
This one semester course emphasizes the importance of proper attitudes towards self, others and organization 
values. Stresses the development of a good self-concept and the relationship this has to energy levels, 
emotions, verbal and nonverbal communication. Prepares students to understand how to deal with conflict and 
how to be a productive member of a work group. This course is offered at Springville Secondary for Kirkwood 
Community College credit. 
 

Marketing 
 

Introduction to Marketing 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
The role of marketing in business education has greater importance as students become more intuitive about 
marketing influences at younger ages. Marketing education introduces students to the processes involved in 
providing products and services that meet consumer needs and wants. As a major business discipline, 
marketing impacts local, domestic, and international economies. 

 
Information Solutions 

 
Computer Science Discoveries I 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
This one semester course presents students the computational practices of algorithm design, problem solving, 
and programming within a context that is relevant to their lives. Beginning with the 2021-22 academic year, this 
content was offered in the exploratory rotation. Students who had the content in middle school can enroll directly 
in Computer Science Discoveries II. 
 
Computer Science Discoveries II 
Prerequisite: Computer Science Discoveries I  
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
This course is a continuation of Computer Science Discoveries I.  
 
Computer Science Principles I 
Prerequisite: Computer Science Discoveries I & Computer Science Discoveries II  
Grades 9-12 
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1 Credit 
This one semester course provides students the opportunity use programming, computational thinking, and data 
analytics to create digital artifacts and documents representing design and analysis in areas including the 
Internet, algorithms, and the impact that these have on science, business, and society.  
 
Computer Science Principles II 
Prerequisite: Computer Science Principles I 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
This one semester course is a continuation of Computer Science Principles I. 
 



 

18 

 

English/Language Arts 
 
Employers prefer jobseekers with strong written and oral communication skills. Someone with a passion for 
language arts can work as a print or online newspaper or magazine writer or editor, a librarian, reporter, desktop 
publisher, or administrative assistant, just to name a few, and strong language arts skills enhance employability 
in all fields. 
 
English 9  
2 Credits 
Ninth-grade English is the first full year course in the series of English requirements for the high school student. 
It prepares ninth graders for high school reading, writing, and speaking. Reading includes a variety of literary 
genres. Writing is both expository and creative with emphasis on usage, grammar, spelling, and vocabulary. A 
research paper and presentation are included in this course.     
 
English 10   
Prerequisite: Successful completion of English 9  
2 Credits 
Tenth-grade English is a required full year class for high school students. It continues to refine the skills of 
reading, writing, and speaking that began in ninth grade. The reading material includes a variety of literary 
genres. Various types of writing are exercised throughout this course, including research. 
 
Reader’s Workshop 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
In this one-semester course, students will embark on a personalized reading journey, selecting books that 
resonate with their interests and passions. Through daily reading journals, students will reflect on their 
experiences, engage with texts on a deeper level, and develop their critical thinking and writing skills. Regular 
book shares will create opportunities for students to discuss their choices, discover new reads, and build our 
reading community. The course aims to foster a lifelong appreciation for reading by empowering students to 
explore literature at their own pace, cultivating both joy and confidence as independent readers. 
 
Fun Size Literature 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
This class immerses students in the world of short form literature, with a primary focus on short stories and 
poetry. Students will engage in the close reading, analysis, and interpretation of these compact yet powerful 
literary works. 
 
Contemporary Literature 
Grades 11-12 
1 Credit 
Contemporary Literature provides an in-depth examination of the concerns and styles of modern writers. This 
class will engage with themes of moral ambiguity, rebellion against convention, and the act of writing itself.  
Understanding of course content will be expressed through writing, extended projects, and class discussion. 
 
Social Issues through Literature 
Grades 11-12 
1 Credit 
Social Issues through Literature is a one semester course that will focus primarily on current and historical social 
issues through literature. The focus of the class will be to examine social issues such as race, gender, sexual 
orientation, culture, etc. through books, short stories, poetry, speeches, etc. 
 
The Hero’s Journey 
Grades 11-12 
1 Credit 
This class offers an exploration of the timeless themes of the hero's journey, mythology, and archetypes in 
literature. By delving into classic and contemporary texts, students will uncover the universal patterns, symbols, 
and narratives that underpin stories from cultures around the world. 
Topics in Literature and New Media 
Grades 11-12   
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1 Credit 
Topics in Literature and New Media will examine the dramatic change in print media over the past half-century. 
With the rise of software, graphic novels, and the like, literature can found in many unexpected places in the 
modern era.  Understanding of content will be expressed through analyses and class discussions.  
 
College Prep English    
Prerequisite: Successful completion of eleventh grade English courses with a minimum grade of B or instructor 
approval 
Grade 12      
2 Credits 
This full year course emphasizes preparing students for college. In the area of literature, students read and 
analyze classics commonly discussed in college courses. In the area of writing, the students experience styles 
of writing needed in college. This class is fast-paced and students need to be able to work independently. 
 

Speech 
 
One of these two courses or Kirkwood Community College’s Fundamentals of Oral Communication is required 
in order to graduate. 
 
Oral Communication 
Grades 11-12   
1 Credit 
Oral Communication is a one semester course designed to help each student improve his/her communication 
skills. Emphasis is placed on developing human relationships, speech presentations, and general 
communication skills. 
 
Workplace Communication 
Grades 11-12   
1 Credit 
Workplace Communication is a one semester course that enables students to develop communication skills that 
can be used in a variety of professional situations. The course is designed to help students improve their 
communication skills. Emphasis is placed on developing professional relationships, presentation skills, and 
general workplace communication skills. 
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Health 
 

Students interested in the field of health can apply that knowledge to a number of settings: direct patient care, 
alternative medical practitioner, medical research, or laboratory technology. Students interested in becoming 
physical, occupational, speech, or massage therapists benefit from a background in health.  
 
One of the following courses is required for graduation: 
 
Health and Fitness  
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
This class will meet for one semester. Topics covered in this class include safety and injury prevention, 
substance use and abuse, nutrition and fitness, mental and emotional health, personal health, consumer health, 
and human growth and development, in combination with an active fitness component to convey the importance 
of life-long wellness habits.  
 
Health and Life Management     
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
This one semester course focuses on personal health topics such as nutrition, stress management, substance 
abuse prevention, etc. while developing decision-making, communication, interpersonal, and coping skills and 
strategies.  
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Independent/Off-site Options 

 
Career Exploration 

 
Area 10 Job Shadow Program 
Grades 10-12 
No credit 
The Area 10 Job Shadow Program is coordinated by Workplace Learning Connection. Job shadows are one-
time experiences, two to six hours long, where students shadow an employee at an area business partner to get 
a close up view of what a career entails. Students must complete an application and provide their own 
transportation. Students are allowed to participate in up to three job shadows per year. Students are expected to 
complete a minimum of two job shadows while in high school. Please see website for more information on job 
shadows: Workplace Learning Connection. 
 
Internship Program 
Prerequisite: Job shadow 
Grades 11-12 
1 Credit, Repeatable 
Internships are offered under the guidance of an instructor and employer mentor/supervisor. They provide an 
opportunity to learn in a work setting while obtaining practical experience in a chosen field of study. Internships 
include job training and assignments designed to develop workplace communication skills, an understanding of 
industry and organizational structures, and problem solving skills in a work environment. The internship program 
is coordinated by Workplace Learning Connection and can be completed during the school year or during the 
summer. The internship application is a vetted process with an application and interview. Not all students are 
accepted into the program. Students who successfully complete internships earn one Kirkwood Community 
College credit. Please see the website for more information on internships: Workplace Learning Connection. 
 
Student Tutor Program   
Prerequisite: Minimum GPA of 3.0, administrator approval, good standing behaviorally 
Grades 11-12  
1 Credit, Repeatable  
P/F Grading 
As the need arises for older students to help younger students struggling academically, we want to supply that 
need with students willing to tutor in either the elementary or middle school areas. Students who decide to take 
this opportunity will be assigned a student or students to tutor and/or mentor on a daily basis. This one semester 
course includes an orientation at the beginning of each semester and journal entries throughout the semester. 
 

Senior Year Plus Options 
 
Iowa’s students have several options for earning college credit in high school. The programs are outlined below. 
See Senior Year Plus Guide for greater detail.  
 
Advanced Placement (AP) 
Prerequisite: Varies 
Grades 9-12 
Credits vary 
AP courses are high school course taken for high school credit. Postsecondary credit may be based on the 
student’s performance on the AP® exam. We offer AP courses through the Iowa Online Advanced Placement 
Academy (IOAPA), which was established to deliver Advanced Placement (AP) courses to high school students 
across the State of Iowa. AP courses give students an opportunity to receive college-level credit by way of 
coursework and examination while still in high school. Actual credit is determined by the college the student 
eventually attends. At the present time, AP web-based courses are available for IOAPA students through Apex 
Learning. Current course descriptions and syllabi are available at www.iowaapacademy.org. 

Concurrent Enrollment 
Prerequisite: Proficiency in English language arts, mathematics, and science as established by Senior Year Plus 
regulations or board approved proficiency standards found on pg. 40. 
Grades 9-12 
Credits vary  

https://www.kirkwood.edu/workplace-learning-connection/index
https://www.kirkwood.edu/workplace-learning-connection/index
https://educateiowa.gov/documents/senior-year-plus-guide-educators-and-educational-administrators
http://www.iowaapacademy.org/
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Students may enroll in a contracted community college course and earn both high school and postsecondary 
credit upon sucessful completion of the course. This program promotes rigorous academic or career technical 
education (CTE) pursuits by providing opportunities for high school students to enroll in eligible nonsectarian 
courses at or through community colleges. Springville contracts with Kirkwood Community College to provide 
courses to our students. These courses may be meet in the following formats: 

 
● Face-to-face in the high school 
● Face-to-face at a college campus or satellite location 
● Online 

 
Postsecondary Enrollment Option (PSEO) 
Prerequisite: Proficiency in reading, mathematics, and science as established by Senior Year Plus regulations 
or board approved proficiency standards found on pg. 24 
Grades 11-12, 9-10 if identified as gifted and talented   
Credits vary  
Postsecondary Enrollment Options (PSEO) program is intended to promote rigorous academic pursuits and to 
provide a wider variety of options to high school students. The program allows eleventh and twelfth grade 
students, as well as ninth and tenth grade students identified as gifted and talented by their local district, to 
enroll in college courses. Through the program, individual students may enroll in a college or university course if 
the course is not offered at their school. Successful completion of the course also generates high school credit 
and applies toward district subject area and graduation requirements.  
 
The failure of a student to complete or otherwise receive credit for an enrolled course requires the student, if 18 
years of age or older, to reimburse the school district for the cost of the enrolled course. If the student is under 
18 years of age, the student’s parent or guardian shall sign the student registration form indicating that the 
parent or guardian assumes all responsibility for the costs directly related to the incomplete or failed 
coursework. 
 
Postsecondary courses eligible for students to enroll in under PSEO shall be limited to: 

 
● Nonsectarian courses. 
● Courses that are not comparable to courses offered by the school district where the student 

attends which are defined in rules adopted by the board of directors of the public school district. 
● Credit-bearing courses that lead to an educational degree. Please note a postsecondary 

certificate does not meet the definition of a degree. If a course is only a part of a certificate 
program, it is not eligible for PSEO. 

● Courses in the discipline areas of mathematics, science, social sciences, humanities, and 
vocational-technical education; and also the courses in career option programs offered by area 
schools established under the authorization provided in Iowa Code chapter 260C. 

 
Summer College Credit Programs  
Prerequisite: Vary 
Grades 9-12   
Credits vary  
 

Individual students enroll in a contracted community college course for both high school and postsecondary 
credit at no cost to the district or student. Students entering grades 9-12 are eligible, including non-graduated 
twelfth-grade students. This program is designed to increase participation in career and technical education 
programs aligned to in-demand occupations. The SCCP, authorized in 2018 as part of the Future Ready Iowa 
Act (House File 2458), has three primary goals: 

 
1. Provide greater access to college-credit coursework in CTE programs by allowing high school 
students to enroll at an Iowa community college during the summer at no cost. 
 
2. Allow high school students to explore and start on paths to obtain credentials linked to high-
demand fields. 
 
3. Maximize the investment made by community colleges, school districts, business partners 
and others in modern CTE facilities and equipment through innovative summer programming.  
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Kirkwood College Credit in High School 
Kirkwood offers opportunities for students to earn college credit while in high school at no cost to families. These 
courses are the perfect opportunity for students to get hands-on experience while gaining exposure to careers 
they want to pursue after graduation. All of the classes students take at Kirkwood are for both high school and 
college credit. 
 
Students can earn college credit in high school through Kirkwood in a variety of ways. Options range from taking 
a class or two for transfer credit (within the walls of their high school, online or face-to-face at a Kirkwood 
location) to completing a sequence of courses in a Career Academy. Career Academies are packaged courses, 
offered at Regional Center locations, which focus on career exploration while also aligning with industry 
workforce needs. Students work through their high school counseling office or local Kirkwood Student Academic 
and Support Coordinator to find out what courses would be best for them and learn more about 
Career Academy offerings available. 
 
Kirkwood Academies 
Grades 9-12 
2 Terms    
Credits vary 
We offer students off-campus career academy courses by way of a partnership with Kirkwood Community College 
and other area high schools. Courses are held at the Jones County Regional Center in Monticello. Students 
receive high school and college credit for academy courses. Contact the school counselor with questions. 
Information can also be found at www.kirkwood.edu/careeracademies. Students are asked to consider how they 
demonstrate the indicators of success found on page 25 as they explore academy enrollment.  

 
Student Proficiency Standards for Participation in Concurrent Enrollment Programs 

 
Students who wish to enroll in liberal arts courses must be proficient in English language arts, mathematics, and 
science on the most recent administration of the ISASP or meet proficiency standards outlined below and 
approved by the school board. This does not apply to participation in career and technical education courses. 
Springville students can meet any of the following proficiency requirements. 
 

1. Proficiency in English language arts, math, and science on most recent Iowa Statewide Assessment of 
Student Progress (ISASP) test. 
 

 
Senior Year Plus, Guidelines for Educators and Educational Administrators, 2021 

 

2. A High School GPA of 2.8 or greater  

• Students who have a GPA lower than 2.8 but have earned a 3.0 GPA (or higher) in recent content 
specific classes  

• For Sophomores, Kirkwood would recommend at least a 3.3 GPA (or higher) 
 

3. A grade in the B range or higher in previous corresponding course work during the ninth and tenth 
grade years. 

4. Proficiency on ACT Assessment 

http://www.kirkwood.edu/careeracademies
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• English = 18 

• Reading = 18 

• Math = 19 
 

5. Proficiency on SAT Assessment 

• English/Writing = 430 

• Math = 510 
 

6. Student success in Advanced Placement or other Concurrent Enrollment classes.  
 

7. Discipline specific high school instructor recommendation. For example, a student who wishes to enroll 
in a college level history course, should obtain a recommendation from their high school social science 
instructor. Instructors can use the Indicators of Success in Concurrent Enrollment Rubric as a resource 
if they choose. 
 

8. Other criteria as stated by the Iowa Department of Education in their guidance dated July 14, 2020 
 

Additional information specific to participation/placement into ENG-105: Composition I 
 

For Placement into Composition I, Kirkwood strongly recommends… 

● A High School GPA of 3.0 or greater.  High School GPA is our greatest predictor of student success. 
o For Sophomores, Kirkwood would recommend at least a 3.3 GPA (or higher).  
o Students who have a GPA lower than 3.0 but have earned a 3.5 GPA (or higher) in recent 

English/Language Arts classes can be considered for Composition I. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

● ACT-English score of 18 or higher. This can be a valuable supplemental point of data to determine a 
student’s readiness for Composition I.  
 

● We also recommend looking at student-success in Advanced Placement or other Concurrent Enrollment 
classes (if applicable). Students who have found success in AP or other Concurrent Enrollment classes 
tend to succeed in our Composition I class. 

If you are a: And your HS GPA is 
at least: 

Recommended 
Placement 

Rising Junior 3.3 Composition I 
Rising Senior 3.0 Composition I 
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Mathematics 
 
Someone with an interest in math can find work in any number of fields. Statisticians, actuaries, surveyors and 
GIS specialists, physicists, cost estimators, computer scientists, surveying and mapping technicians, engineers 
of all sorts, and painting contractors need strong math skills. 
 
Students are required to earn passing grades in Algebra I and Geometry. 
 
Algebra I                    
Grade 9 
2 Credits 
This full year course expands students’ knowledge and skills into the more abstract concepts of algebra. This 
course provides the mathematical foundation for Geometry, Chemistry, Physics, Biology, and most business 
courses. This course will include the following topics: rules and properties of algebra, solving equations, 
inequalities, and algebraic systems, operations and properties of exponents and radical expressions, 
representations of linear models in tables and graphs, and operations and properties of quadratic equations and 
other polynomials. 
 
Geometry                           
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra I recommended 
Grades 9-12 
2 Credits 
This full year course expands the mathematical fundamentals learned in Algebra I into the applied concepts of 
geometric shapes and theory. The students will learn inductive and deductive reasoning techniques and skills, 
geometric construction, the properties of geometric shapes, congruence and similarity, transformations and 
tessellations, geometric area and volume calculations, Pythagorean Theorem and right triangles. 
 
Algebra II  
Prerequisite: Successful completion Algebra I, Geometry preferred  
Grades 9-12              
2 Credits 
This full year course extends and deepens the student’s knowledge of algebraic and geometric concepts in 
order to prepare them for college level mathematics. This course includes the following topics: the use of 
graphing calculator functions, operations with more complex fractions, simplifying radical expressions, 
operations and composition of functions, solving quadratic functions, equations and inequalities, solving two and 
three variable systems, operations and properties of matrices, beginning trigonometry, higher order polynomial 
factoring and operations, introduction to complex numbers. 
 
Pre-calculus              
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra II 
Grades 9-12 
2 Credits 
This full year course is intended for students who are college-bound in a scientific and/or engineering field of 
study. The course includes the following topics: advanced functions, advanced trigonometry, vectors, polar 
coordinates, parametric equations, conic sections, limits and their properties, derivatives, differentials, and 
integrals. 
 
Calculus   
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Pre-calculus or Instructor Approval 
Grades 11-12    
2 Credits 
In Calculus, students learn to understand change geometrically and visually, analytically, numerically, and 
verbally. Instead of simply getting the right answer, students in this full year course learn to evaluate the 
soundness of proposed solutions and to apply mathematical reasoning to real-world models. 
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Probability & Statistics   
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra I and Geometry 
Grades 10-12    
1 Credit 
Probability and Statistics is a one semester course that introduces the study of likely events and the analysis, 
interpretation, and presentation of quantitative data. Course topics include basic probability and statistics: 
discrete probability theory, odds and probabilities, probability trees, populations and samples, frequency tables, 
measures of central tendency and variation, and presentation of data (including graphs). Course topics may also 
include normal distribution and measures of variability. 
 
Consumer Math   
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra I 
Grades 10-12 
1 Credit  
This semester course reinforces general mathematics topics (such as arithmetic using rational numbers, 
measurement, ratio and proportion, and basic statistics) and applies these skills to consumer problems and 
situations. Applications include budgeting, taxation, credit, banking services, insurance, buying and selling 
products and services, home and/or car ownership and rental, managing personal income, and investment. 
Offered alternating years. 

 
Technical Math   
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra I 
Grades 10-12 
1 Credit  
Technical Mathematics is a one semester course that extends students' proficiency in mathematics and applies 
skills to technical and/or industrial situations and problems. Technical Mathematics topics may include but are 
not limited to rational numbers; systems of measurements; tolerances; numerical languages; geometry; algebra; 

statistics; and using tables, graphs, charts, and other data displays. Technology is integrated as appropriate. 
Offered alternating years. 
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Music 

 
Music careers are many and varied. Students interested in music can become performers, but there are many 
more careers in writing and producing music, such as arranger, producer, orchestrator, composer, film scorer, 
jingle and songwriter, and conductor. Those interested in the business side of music can become a booking 
agent, business or personal manager, music merchandiser, or music publisher. There are also careers that 
require an understanding of music and technology: MIDI engineer, producer, programmer, sound designer, or 
sound technician. Individuals interested in using music to help others can explore careers in music therapy. 
Music can be combined with other interest areas to lead to rewarding careers.  
 
Music Appreciation 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
In this one semester course, students will gain an understanding of music and its importance in their lives. Course 
content focuses on how various styles of music apply musical elements to create an expressive or aesthetic impact. 
Students may have the opportunity for informal music performance and creation within the classroom. 
 

Music Recording and Production 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
In this one semester course, students will gain an opportunity to learn and apply skills in music recording techniques, 
music editing, mixing, and creating finished musical recordings for distribution as sound files in order to enhance, 
convey, and capture the expressive intent of music. 

Instrumental Music 

 
Concert Band  
Grades 9-12     
2 Credits  
The Concert Band is the core performance group in the instrumental music program and members are enrolled 
for a full academic year. All members of this group also perform as members of the marching band and the pep 
band. Concert Band is open to any student, although those without prior instrumental experience may be asked 
to take lessons with the director prior to enrolling. Students will study both Western and international traditions of 
music primarily through performance. In addition, students are encouraged to participate in solo and small 
ensemble music experiences. Participation in all concerts and large group contest is required. All students using 
a school instrument, including percussionists, must pay a rental fee of $25.00 a rental per semester.  
 
Musical Pride Marching Band 
Grades 9-12  
All Concert Band Members are required to participate in Marching Band. Marching Band takes place during the 
first quarter of school, with an additional summer band camp that takes place prior to school starting. Marching 
Band is also open to seventh and eighth grade students. Participation in all performances is required. 
 
Jazz Band 
Grades 9-12   
The Jazz Band rehearses before school during the second and third quarters of the school year. Members of 
this group are selected from the concert band. As per state requirement, all jazz band members must be 
enrolled in concert band or attending at least three practices for concert band each week. Jazz Band meets two 
to three times each week. Additional rehearsals may be added if needed. Participation in all performances is 
required.  
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Vocal Music 

 
Choir  
Grades 9-12          
2 Credits   
Concert choir is open to all high school students, and members are enrolled for a full academic year. In the first 
semester, there are two to three mandatory performances. In the second semester, students will perform in 
Night on Broadway and a spring concert. This course offers a variety of extracurricular opportunities that are 
suggested, but not mandated, such as singing the national anthem at community events and games, caroling in 
the community, and helping with elementary concerts.  
 
Serenade 
Grades 9-12   
This high school select choir is an audition only choir that is open to all members of the concert choir. Auditions 
will be held in the fall of each year and voicing will be chosen at the discretion of the director. There will be early 
morning rehearsals starting in October/November and continue until the end of the school year. Solo/small 
group competition is required for this group. 
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Physical Education 
 

Physical education allows students the opportunity to develop the knowledge and skills necessary to careers in 
recreation and fitness, recreational therapy, personal training, coaching, professional athletics, dancing, and any 
number of careers that place physical demands on the body.  
 
Strength and Weight Training 
Grades 9-12 
0.5 Credit, Repeatable 
Strength and weight training includes a background of knowledge necessary to provide each student with a 
comprehensive personal fitness program. Basic concepts relating to exercise physiology, anatomy, and 
kinesiology will provide the student with the framework necessary to understand general fitness training 
concepts. Personal assessments, goal setting, and program design will allow students to monitor their progress. 
The instructor and student will plan specific exercise prescriptions. Students will keep a folder including daily 
logged workouts, goal sets, and assessments.  
 
Lifetime Physical Education 
Grades 9-12 
0.5 Credit, Repeatable 
Lifetime PE seeks to achieve lifetime health and fitness through a combination of lifestyle choices, nutrition, and 
physical activity. This course introduces students to those physical activities that can provide life-long 
participation. Units include cardiovascular fitness, strength training, flexibility development, and methods for 
maintaining physical fitness through recreation and sport. Included are opportunities for instruction in bowling, 
cross-country skiing, walking, running, weight training, golf, tennis, self-defense, and aerobics.  
 
Recreational Sports Physical Education 
Grades 9-12 
0.5 Credit, Repeatable 
Recreation Sports courses provide students with knowledge, experience, and an opportunity to develop skills 
more than one recreational sport or outdoor pursuit. Units may include basketball, football, volleyball, floor 
hockey, adventure activities, Frisbee, bocce ball, fishing, hiking, and soccer. 
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Science 
 
Students interested in science can work as scientists of all sorts, including in earth and environmental sciences, 
engineering, life science, and physical science. Within each area are numerous careers such as climate change 
analyst, environmental compliance inspector, industrial health and safety engineer, meteorologist, part ranger, 
and water treatment plant operator for those interested in environmental sciences; those interested in 
engineering can go into biofuel or biodiesel technology and product development, environmental engineering, 
fuel cell engineering, or engineering technologies. The life sciences also offer many opportunities: agricultural 
inspector, audiologist, biological technician, medical and clinical laboratory technician, nuclear medicine, 
pharmacology, and zoology, to name a few. Those interested in the physical sciences have career options 
ranging from astronomer to landscape architect to robotics to wind energy.  
 
There are several pathways a student can take through the science curriculum, depending on career goals: 
 

General Science → Biology → Astronomy → Forensics (For those interested in the environmental and physical 

sciences) 

 

General Science → Biology → Chemistry → Physics (For those interested in technical and engineering sciences) 

 

General Science → Biology → Chemistry → Anatomy (For those interested in the medical sciences) 

 
Some students with a strong background in science may be able to begin their high school science pathway 
with biology. If this option is chosen, students must complete biology, chemistry, and physics to meet the 
requirements of the Iowa Core Curriculum. Students will be considered on the basis of standardized 
assessment scores and teacher recommendation. 
  
General Science    
Grade 9    
2 Credits 
This full year course provides a general overview of the physical sciences. Students will focus on critical thinking 
and discovery of relationships between science and their everyday lives. The course will focus on a basic 
overview of matter (chemistry) in the first semester with the second semester focusing on energy (physics). 
Additionally, this course will look to build basic laboratory and observational skills needed for future science 
courses.  
            
Biology    
Prerequisite: General Science or Instructor Approval 
Grades 9-12   
2 Credits 
Students in this full year course will achieve a greater understanding of the living world. Topics include basic 
biochemistry, cellular biology, genetics, human anatomy, evolution, and an exploration of the plant and animal 
kingdoms. This course will include reading assignments, note taking from lectures, and laboratory explorations. 
Laboratory explorations will include observations of preserved and live specimens, microscope use, and 
dissections.  
 
Astronomy  
Corequisite: General Science 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
Astronomy is a one-semester course that offers students the opportunity to study the solar system, stars, 
galaxies, and interstellar bodies. Students will be introduced to and use astronomical instruments and explore 
theories regarding the origin and evolution of the universe, space, and time.  
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Forensic Science 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
In this semester course, students will study the methods used by criminal investigators to solve crimes. Students 
will learn the methods used to analyze evidence from fingerprints to DNA. This course will include several lab 
activities. 
  
Anatomy  
Prerequisite: Biology 
Grades 11-12           
2 Credits 
This full year course will broadly focus on the different systems in the human body, how the systems work 
together and what happens when parts of the body malfunction. This course will include a study of major body 
systems, basic medical terminology, and select organ dissections. 
 
Physics   
Prerequisite: Algebra I  
Corequisite: Algebra II  
Grades 11-12      
2 Credits 
This full year course is a non-calculus, algebra-based course. Physics will combine laboratory activities with 
lecture and problem-solving sessions. Physics course topics will include mechanics, sound, light, electricity, 
motion, and atomic and nuclear applications for daily living. Offered alternating years. 
                 
Chemistry    
Prerequisite: Algebra I  
Grades 11-12      
2 Credits 
Chemistry courses involve studying the composition, properties, and reactions of substances. Students in this 
full year course typically explore such concepts as the behaviors of solids, liquids, and gases; acid/base and 
oxidation/reduction reactions; and atomic structure. Chemical formulas and equations and nuclear reactions are 
also studied. Offered alternating years. 
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Social Studies 

 
A background in social studies complements many professions: archeology and anthropology; social sciences 
such as economics, sociology, and psychology; politics and government; law enforcement careers ranging from 
police officer to paralegal and lawyer to judge to parole or probation officer; and urban planning. Knowledge 
gained from these courses is useful to city and county clerks, clerks of court, and bailiffs.  
 
World History 
Grades 9-12    
2 Credits 
World History is a full year course. The first term covers the period from prehistory through the Renaissance and 
Reformation. It will cover such topics as Early Civilization, Greek and Roman times, Ancient Africa, Ancient 
Civilizations in Europe and Asia, the Renaissance and the Reformation. The second term covers world history 
from the 17th century and covers topics such as the Ages of Exploration and Enlightenment, the Industrial 
Revolution, the great World Wars, the Rise of Communism, the End of Imperialism, the Cold War, and the post-
Cold War Era. This course is required for graduation. 
 
U.S. History  
Grade 9-12       
2 Credits 
This full year course covers U.S. History from 1861 to the end of the 20th century. The Civil War, the closing of 
the frontier, Industrialization, Immigration, the Progressive Movement, the First World War, the Great 
Depression, World War II, Cold War America, the Civil Rights Movement, Vietnam, the Nixon and Reagan Eras, 
and post-Cold War America are covered. This course is required for graduation. 
 
Economics  
Grades 11-12     
1 Credit 
The purpose of this semester course is to help develop an ability to understand and make reasoned judgments 
about major economic questions. The students will learn about the market economy, the impact of the 
government on the economy, and the unemployment-inflation dilemma. Personal economics will also be 
included as students will be introduced to personal investment and budgeting principles. This course is required 
for graduation. 
 
Government        
Prerequisite: US History     
Grades 11-12          
1 Credit 
This one semester course will cover an overview of government through the study of the United States 
Constitution and the federal system of government. The structure (executive, legislative, and judicial branches) 
and the relationships between the national, state, and local government will be studied. Students will examine 
the role and function of political parties, the growth of government, the philosophy of the democratic process, 
and the obligation of citizens in our society. Current governmental issues will also be analyzed and discussed 
throughout the class and applied to the lives of the students. This course is required for graduation.  
           
Modern U.S. History 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
Modern U.S. History is a one-semester course structured to give the student an understanding of current issues 
in many areas of a political, social, and economic nature. The course emphasizes research done by the student 
since the topics chosen are very fluid in their nature, meaning that the topics and the amount of coverage on the 
topics will fluctuate on any given day, week, or month depending on topics current in the media. 
 
Military History 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
This one semester course is an elective history course surveying military history from antiquity to the present. 
The course seeks to take a glimpse of the various stages of military history over the past 5000 years, as it has 
evolved and changed. To do this, various focus points have been selected in an attempt to create a broad view 
of this immense subject. The vastness of the material necessitates that not all stages of development and 
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change can be covered but this allows the course a degree of freedom that is valuable in studying this subject 
and means that the course will surely evolve and change as it continues to be taught. 
 
History Through Film  
Grades 11-12     
1 Credit 
This one semester course will discuss how the motion picture industry has changed since its origins in the early 
1900's. Students will watch Oscar-winning movies and study award winning actors and directors. There will be 
quizzes over the handouts on the movies and tests over the units studied. There will also be one paper written 
about an award-winning actor. The main decades that will be focused on will be the 1950's, 60's and 70's. This 
class will explore how movies have made many social statements about the various time periods and the 
influence of past movies on today’s culture. 
 
Psychology   
Grades 9-12       
1 Credit 
Psychology provides tools to help us gain insight into our own behavior, as well as our relationship with others. 
In this one semester class we will explore the influences of society on individual behavior and group 
relationships, as well as biological explanations for human behavior. During the course you will learn more about 
the social and biological aspects of human behavior as you gain insight into your life and the lives of those 
around you. This class is strongly recommended for any student planning on attending college, as most colleges 
will require students to take at least one semester of psychology during their college careers.  
 
Social Issues through Popular Culture 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
Social Issues through Pop Culture is a one semester course that will focus primarily on current and historical 
social issues through the lens of popular culture. The focus of the class will be to examine social issues such as 
race, gender, sexual orientation, culture, etc. through music, sports, television, movies, etc. 
 
World Geography and Current Affairs 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
The intent of this one semester class is to provide students with an overview of world geography and connect 
the world geography to current affairs. Topics covered may include geographic, political, economic, and social 
issues of a particular country or region. 
 
 
 
  



 

36 

 

World Language 
 
A second language is useful in a number of different ways: Students with a second language have a competitive 
edge in the job market, and they can work in international business or as translators and interpreters, linguists, 
or teach a second language to English speakers or teach English to non-native speakers. Learning a second 
language opens up many opportunities in every field. Many colleges and universities require world language 
credits, and some majors require four years. Keep your options open and take a foreign language in high 
school!  
 
Spanish I         
Grades 9-12 
2 Credits 
This full year course is taught using comprehensible input. Input is the primary focus. Students will acquire the 
language by listening and reading to support their eventual output of writing and speaking. This course is taught 
using TPRS: Teaching Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling. Other forms of input include music, 
student-created stories, and novels written for language learners. By the end of Spanish I, students are 
expected to reach Novice- Mid on a proficiency scale. 
 
Spanish II 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish I with a minimum grade of C- 
Grades 9-12                   
2 Credits 
Spanish II is a full year taught using comprehensible input. Input is the primary focus. Students will acquire the 
language by listening and reading to support their eventual output of writing and speaking. This course is taught 
using TPRS: Teaching Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling. Other forms of input include music, 
student- created stories, and novels written for language learners. By the end of Spanish II, students are 
expected to reach Novice- High on a proficiency scale.  
       
Spanish III  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish II with a minimum grade of C- 
Grades 9-12       
2 Credits 
Spanish III is a full year course taught using comprehensible input. Input is the primary focus. Students will 
acquire the language by listening and reading to support their eventual output of writing and speaking. This 
course is taught using TPRS: Teaching Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling. Other forms of input 
include music, student- created stories, and novels written for language learners. By the end of Spanish III, 
students are expected to reach Intermediate-Low on a proficiency scale. 
            
Spanish IV          
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish III with a minimum grade of C- 
Grades 9-12 
2 Credits 
Spanish IV is a full year course taught using comprehensible input. Input is the primary focus. Students will 
acquire the language by listening and reading to support their eventual output of writing and speaking. This 
course is taught using TPRS: Teaching Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling. Other forms of input 
include music, student- created stories, and novels written for language learners. By the end of Spanish IV, 
students are expected to reach Intermediate-Mid 2 on a proficiency scale. 
 
Spanish V 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish IV with a minimum grade of C- 
Grades 9-12 
2 Credits 
Spanish V is the culmination of the Spanish sequence. This a full year experience is taught using 
comprehensible input. Input is the primary focus. Students will acquire the language by listening and reading to 
support their eventual output of writing and speaking. This course is taught using TPRS: Teaching Proficiency 
through Reading and Storytelling. Other forms of input include music, student- created stories, and novels 
written for language learners. By the end of Spanish V, students are expected to reach Intermediate-Mid 3 on a 
proficiency scale.  
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